Every child

has the right to be

touched with love.

H

ello dear children and parents!
The book you already hold is a kind of mirror of our human relationships.
The mirror always reflects what we are, how we look, how we feel, our
thoughts and desires.
Very often, in our effort to look good, to feel good and to feel satisfied, so we
can “show off” in that light, that instead of mirroring our natural beauty and
spontaneity and our true nature, the mirror will show up an incomprehensible, funny and even distorted image.
The same is true of human relationships.
Very often we, people, follow uncritically and unconditionally studied and
well-known human relationships, patterns of behavior and education that
do not bring us satisfaction, do not bring us self-esteem and joy of worthy
bearing the title “Parent”, but make us worrying, helpless, aggressive. And
then we ask ourselves, “What happened?”, “What did it changed that I, being
a smiling child in the past, now I do not see and appreciate this colorful and
alive childhood, full of curiosity, spontaneity, questions and experiments?”
And perhaps it is then the moment when all of us already grown children
and already having our own children look back at our childhood to see how
tangible and beautiful it is!
How much orange the sky is, how much orange the sea is...
How beautiful is the meadow where “The white rabbit is asleep...”
How much blue is the summer...
To see the “two ladybugs with colorful cloaks”…
And to realize that the world is very, very colorful and beautiful seen through
the eyes of the child.
These children’s eyes, which until very recently were ours too!
And promise that we will remember more and more!
And let’s promise we’ll look for a way to save it!
And to give the protection, warmth and love, so that this world can thrive!
From the team that created the booklet
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Hello! This is me - Marty,
and I love painting.
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And this is my friend Sonia.
She also likes to paint.
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Here I was at Sonya’s home.
She lives in a house with
large empty white walls.
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Sonya decided to surprise
her parents by making a big,
colorful picture!
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She asked for my help!
I was so happy! I had never
had such a big canvas
for painting!
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We drew something
very beautiful!
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We were very proud!
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Sonya called her parents
and showed them our artwork!
They opened their eyes
widely and gasped.
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They thanked us, gave us some
chocolate, and told me it was
time to go. They must have
liked our drawings a lot!
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I decided:
I will also do the same
surprise to my parents!
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I went home and rolled
up my sleeves!
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I painted and painted, I erased
the drawings many times and
started all over again.
At the end it was so nice!
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I called Mommy and Daddy
to show them what I had made,
and when they gasped,
they frowned, and I was very
confused…
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My dad was pulling my ear and
shouting: “You, little grub,
do you know how long it took
me to paint that wall?!”
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… and my mom slapped me…
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… and told me to go to a corner
of the room, stand with my
hands raised and face the wall…
I was very confused…
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I cried and did not know why
they hadn’t liked my surprise.
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I was sad and offended.
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The next day, when I went to
the kindergarten, I was still sad.
Sonya asked me what
was wrong.
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And I told her what had
happened the previous day
at my home.
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She also told me that when I left,
her parents told her calmly
that the wall was not for drawing, that we should use large
sheets
of paper.
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She also told me that her older
brother heard at school that no
one had the right to
hit someone else.
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“Come, let’s talk to our teacher!”
- Sonya suggested.
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It was so hard to talk about
what had happened to me…
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My teacher calmed me down
and said that no one really had
the right to hit me and said it
was a “corporal punishment,”
not a
“way of upbringing.”
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The teacher said she would tell
Mom and Dad about my right,
and also explained to me that
they might not know about it.
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My dear friends,
this is my message to all of you: Every child has the right to be safe
from all harm and not be hit! Corporal punishment offends me, makes
me feel sad and very
angry…
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Let’s set a new beginning
in the understanding of
corporal punishment.
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